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Avani Cimcon Technologies Ltd.

ACTL.netCustomModule

This document contains the user guide and documentation for ACTL.netCustomModule, a product offering from Avani Cimcon Technologies Ltd, for development in Dotnetnuke.

Documented by: Harish Nair
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ACTL.netCustomModule

About

Another product added to the wide array of Dotnetnuke products that Avani Cimcon Technologies Ltd is developing which has provided to be a lot time saving than creating and customizing other modules.

The netCustomModule was a result of brainstorming for a recent project that we did. The project required us to show data from various 3rd party modules and show it in a pre-determined format.  To achieve this, we found out where and how the data was being stored for the various modules, and came the task of displaying text in a pre-determined format.  For this we introduced the placeholder concept whereby the Admin user can provide the HTML and the system would build the HTML and render it. 

The screenshot shows a sample interface built by ACTL.netCustomModule.

Screenshot
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For Demo purpose we have generated a st of modues avaible i the current portal by setting the name of the Stored Procedure(P) that returns
the modue nfarmation and suppling the required paramsters t the 5P, Please, ga ta "Custom Miadule Setup”to view how to setup configure the.
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List of Desktop Modules on this Portal.(Top 10)

Module Name
Account Login

ACTL netCambo

ACTL netCustomacle:
ACTL netital

ACTL netTreetien
Acteshap

Annauncements
Banners

Contacts

Discussons,

Module Description

Allows users tologin tothe portal.

This module helps to create ComboBor.

This mod allows to dsplay the data fram other modues n a summrized way.
This module helps to create Shopping Cart

This madu allows to dsplay the data fram other modues n a summerized way.
This modue helps to create Shopping Cart

This madue renders a st of announcements. Each annauncement includes tile, text and a 'read more” ik, and can be
set to autometically expire after 3 particuer date.

Banner advertising is managed through the Vendors modue in the Adrin tab. You can select the number of banners to
display a5 well a5 the banner type.

This modul renders contact informetion for a group of people, for example a project team, Contacts ncludss an edit
page, which alows authorized sers to edt the Contacts data stored i the database.

This module renders a aroup of message threads on a speic opic. Discussion includes a Read/Reply Message page,

‘which allows authorized users to reply to exising messages or acd a new message thread. The data for Discusson 5
stored inthe 5L database.




Key Features

· Fully Customizable: This module is totally customizable by an Admin user with minimal knowledge of HTML.  Provide an HTML template, which the module should be displayed as, and provide the data source Stored Procedure.   
· The “Main Data Template” and the “Row Template” lets the user control how the data returned from the stored
· The Header section lets the user determine if he would like to show some text above the Main Data Table.
· Database support: The module is totally configurable and the user is able to configure what details need to be displayed and selected etc via a stored procedure

· ISearchable is implemented and thus the Dotnetnuke search indexing will also include the data displayed by ACTL.netCustomModule. Moreover, full control has been given to the admin user to control the search indexing of the module’s data.

· IPortable is implemented to import/export module settings

Installation

· Login with an account that has "Host" access.

· Go to the "Host > Module Definitions".

· Click the "Upload New Module" link.

· Click Browse to locate the Private Assembly package named " ACTL.netCustomModule xx.xx.xx_Install"

· Click the "Add" link next to the Browse button.

· Click "Upload New File".

· You are now ready to add the module to a page. Please note that this module will appear as "ACTL.netCustomModule" in the module selection box.

Note: If you encounter any errors during the installation process please copy the messages to an email and send to dotnetnuke@avanicimcon.com with your invoice id.

Placing the module on Page

· Go to the page on which you want to add the module. 

· Select the "ACTL.netCustomModule" from the module selection box and click the "Add" link. The module will appear in the specified content pane and its ready to use.

Using the Module

Once you have placed the module in a content pane, the module is ready to run and be configured.  The configuration menu would be available to you if you were authorized to edit the module (normally the Admin/host logins have the privilege).

Details about configuring the module are present once you click the question mark against each option.

License

When you buy the module, you get 3 licenses for the product.  This is aimed at the flexibility to work on three machines simultaneously.  One can effectively use it for Development, Pre-production and Production [live] environments.  Incase you would require more licenses you can contact us at dotnetnuke@avanicimcon.com with details of your invoice id. 

Following are the steps to activate the module.

· When you run the module for the first-time, it will prompt for registration. Enter the invoice number that you have received via email

· Click on the "Send Request" link to register the product.

· Note: To send the license request you must be connected to Internet. If you are using the proxy server, you must specify the Proxy Settings in the "Host > Host Settings".

· This will register the product. This is the one-time process per machine on which the module is installed. Now, you will be able to use the ACTL.netCustomModule.

A demo of ACTL.netCustomModule is available at http://dotnetnuke.avanicimcon.com
Setting up the module

To use ACTL.netCustomModule you will have to set the ComboBox properties.

For setting the ComboBox Properties, go  "ACTL.netCustomModule Options" using the context menu that appears on the upper-left corner of the Module once you are logged-in with the proper credentials to edit the account.

SPName

· Specifies the stored procedure which would populate the data to be displayed in the custom module. 
ISearchable

The SP for fetching data must return a field named "TargetContent" in order to index the contents displayed by module in the DNN search database. The explanation different fields used for DNN Search Indexing are as follows:

· TargetContent: The text which would be indexed in DNN-Search-Database

· SearchTitle: Title to be displayed for each search result. Default will be the module title followed by '-' which is again followed by first 50 characters from "TargetContent" and "..."

· Description: Description to be displayed under each item displayed on DNN-Search-Result module. By default it will display the "TargetContent"

· SearchKey: It is the value to uniquely identify the search results. Usually this field would be Primary Key field of the table. By default it will take the current record number as search key. Please note that value of this field must be unique in all records.

· AuthorId: UserId of the data, if applicable. This value must be an integer. Default value is 0.

· PublicationDate: Date of last publication. Default value is the Current Date-Time on web-server. This field must be of DateTime type.

· Guid: Query string that will be used to redirect user from “Search Results” page to the actual page where the module is located. Default value is empty string.
All fields must be of type varchar except the AuthorId and PublicationDate.

SP Parameters 

· Parameters that the stored procedure accepts. Here, the module provides some predefined parameters e.g. to pass ModuleId to the SP, write ##ModuleId##. Similarly, other predefined parameters are: ##PortalId##, ##UserId## and ##TabId##. The module will take care of these parameters internally to replace actual value.  Other literal values can also be passed to the SP.

Max No. Of Records

· When module returns a number of records if you want to display first n numbers of records then specify it here.

Module Height

· The Module height property sets the default height of the module so that it does not keep on varying based on the data to be displayed.

Height Unit

· Determines if the height of the module mentioned in the Module Height property should be considered in Pixels or Percentage.

Header Content

· Lets the user configure the data or text that should appear above the data that is being fetched by the Stored Procedure.

Main Data Template

· Main Data Template and Template for Rows is the settings, which combine the user data and the data returned by the Stored Procedure. The main data template gives the user the additional freedom to decide upon the layout in which the data fetched from the stored procedure can be displayed.  This would act as a container table, while the template mentioned in the “Template for Rows” would act as the real data template which would looped to show the records fetched from the Database (returned by the Stored Procedure)
e.g. If you want to display the records in an HTML TABLE can be as following.

     <TABLE>
            <TR>
                 <TD class=”RowHeader”>Label for Field 1</TD>
                 <TD class=”RowHeader”>Label for Field 2</TD>
            </TR>
             ##RECORDTEMPLATE##
      </TABLE>

Template for Rows

· Template to determine the way in which the records fetched from the Stored Procedure should be displayed in. This template will be applied to each record returned by the SP. 
E.g. For the above example the record template would be as follows:
<TR>
            <TD class="demoNormal" > ##FLD0## </TD>
            <TD class="demoNormal">  ##FLD1## </TD>
       </TR>
In format of the filed-value place holder is  ##FLD<field number in the record set.>##. 0 means first field, 1 means second field and so…on.
If the specified numbered field is not available in the record-set then that placeholder will not be replaced and will be rendered as it is. So, that user can know that the specified numbered field is not available. Alternatively, you can also use the field name instead of the column number. E.g. ##COLUMNNAME##. Please note that all the letters in the placeholder must be CAPITAL only.
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