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Avani Cimcon Technologies Ltd.

ACTL.netCombo

This document contains the user guide and documentation for ACTL.netCombo, a product offering from Avani Cimcon Technologies Ltd, for development in Dotnetnuke.

Documented by: Harish Nair
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ACTL.netCombo

About

A unique user interface spearheaded by Avani Cimcon Technologies Ltd’s Dotnetnuke gurus.  It is a unique interface with a combination of a dropdown and a list box with the most modern yet the simplest of interfaces to use for a user.  It is a must buy for any developer who would like their users to have the most user-friendly interface.

This interface comes with a drop down like interface with a grid in which data can be displayed to the user.  The user also has the option to sort and see the data in paging so as to avoid clustering of too much data and selecting data in an orderly way.

Screenshot
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Key Features

· Number of Fields: User would be able to view all the fields related to the field he is selecting than just one field in contrast to the conventional drop down combo box.  

· Paging: The screen shot also displays how the paging interface looks and how easy it would be for the developers to show the data without having to cluster the page.
· Database support: The module is totally configurable and the user is able to configure what details need to be displayed and selected etc via a stored procedure.

· AJAX: All the above happens and the interface never refreshes, thus increasing the user experience

· Field to show: The developer/admin can configure which field should be shown as selected, while what (ID) value should be considered for coding and for further actions.

· Inter Module Communication: Implementation of the Inter module Communication (see Dotnetnuke developer’s guide) helps developers to integrate the module with their own modules

Installation

· Login with an account that has "Host" access.

· Go to the "Host > Module Definitions".

· Click the "Upload New Module" link.

· Click Browse to locate the Private Assembly package named "ACTL.netDBCombo.zip."

· Click the "Add" link next to the Browse button.

· Click "Upload New File".

· You are now ready to add the module to a page. Please note that this module will appear as "ACTL.netCombo" in the module selection box.

Note: If you encounter any errors during the installation process please copy the messages to an email and send to dotnetnuke@avanicimcon.com with your invoice id.

Placing the module on Page

· Go to the page on which you want to add the module. 

· Select the "ACTL.netCombo" from the module selection box and click the "Add" link. The module will appear in the specified content pane and its ready to use.

Using the Module

Once you have placed the module in a content pane, the module is ready to run and be configured.  The configuration menu would be available to you if you were authorized to edit the module (normally the Admin/host logins have the privilege).

Details about configuring the module are present once you click the question mark against each option.

License

When you buy the module, you get 3 licenses for the product.  This is aimed at the flexibility to work on three machines simultaneously.  One can effectively use it for Development, Pre-production and Production [live] environments.  Incase you would require more licenses you can contact us at 
@avanicimcon.com with details of your invoice id. 

Following are the steps to activate the module.

· When you run the module for the first-time, it will prompt for registration. Enter the invoice number that you have received via email

· Click on the "Send Request" link to register the product.

· Note: To send the license request you must be connected to Internet. If you are using the proxy server, you must specify the Proxy Settings in the "Host > Host Settings".

· This will register the product. This is the one-time process per machine on which the module is installed. Now, you will be able to use the ACTL.netCombo.

A demo of ACTL.netCombo is available at http://dotnetnuke.avanicimcon.com/dnn322/.

Setting up the module

To use ACTL.netCombo you will have to set the ComboBox properties.

For setting the ComboBox Properties, go  "ACTL.netCombo Options" using the context menu that appears on the upper-left corner of the Module once you are logged-in with the proper credentials to edit the account.

TextField Name:

· Specify the Column name that will be used as a TextField of a ComboBox. 

· When user clicks on any record, value of the specified column will be displayed in the TextBox. 

· StoredProcedure that returns the data must return TextFieldColumn. 

· If you have specified Alias for TextField column in Stored Procedure then here you have to write Alias name as TextField Value.

ValueField Name: 

· Specify the Column name that will be used as a ValueField of a ComboBox. 

· Value of this column will be used in InterModule Communication. 

· Specified StoredProcedure must return the ValueFieldColumn. 

· If you have specified the Alias for ValueField column in Stored Procedure then here you have to write the Alias name as ValueField Value.

Search Field Name:

· As you know Result table provides searching facility so here you have to write column name on which you want to do search operation. 

· If you want to search on multiple columns then you can specify multiple columns and separate column name by ‘,’ [comma].

Count StoredProcedure Name: 

· Specify the name of Stored Procedure, which is to be used to get the total number of records. 

· Stored Procedure must support Searching.

Example: Following Code Creates Stored Procedure named Combo_ProductCount that returns the number of Records form Product Table.





Example: Following Code Creates Stored Procedure named Combo_ProductCount that returns the number of Records form Product Table.


 CREATE PROC [dbo].[Combo_ProductCount]


@sSearch varchar(100)



 AS


declare @sQuery varchar(250)


set @sQuery = 'SELECT COUNT(*) FROM Product '


If (@sSearch != '')



set @sQuery = @sQuery + ' WHERE ' + @sSearch


EXEC (@sQuery)

Data StoredProcedure Name:

· Specify the name of Stored Procedure, which is to be used to get the data. 

· Stored Procedure must return TextField and Value Field Column. 

· Stored Procedure must support Paging and searching.

Note: First Column in the SELECT Clause of Stored Procedure must be ValueField Column.

Example: 

      TextField Name: Product (Alias)

                ValueField Name: ID

                SearchField Name: cName

In the example above we have used ID column as ValueField so it must be First Column in SELECT Clause of Data Stored Procedure.

Following Code Creates Data StoredProcedure named Combo_ProductData that returns the data from the Product table. 

Stored Procedure must support Paging and Searching.

CREATE PROC [dbo].[Comb0_Product]


@Outer varchar(2),


@Inner varchar(2),


@sSearch varchar(100)

AS


Declare @sQuery varchar(500)


Set @sQuery = 'SELECT TOP ' + @outer + ' nProductId "ID" ,cName "Product"


FROM Product


WHERE '


If (@sSearch! = '')



Set @sQuery = @sQuery + @sSearch + ' AND nProductId'


Else



Set @sQuery = @sQuery + ' nProductId '



Set @sQuery = @sQuery + ' NOT IN



 (SELECT TOP ' + @inner + ' nProductId



FROM Product '



If (@sSearch! = '')




Set @sQuery = @sQuery + ' WHERE ' + @sSearch




Set @sQuery = @sQuery + ' ORDER BY nProductId)




ORDER BY nProductId'


EXEC (@sQuery)

Page Size: 

· Specify the number Records that you want to display in Result table. 

· If you do not specify the Page size then default Page size (5) will be used.
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